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results solely from the conflict of these two forces, as Schelling supposed, it is continuous, and consequently infinitely divisible. Chemical combination results from the mixture of heterogeneous bodies, which penetrate each other, and this penetration is so intimate that we cannot lind in the compound either the properties or even the substance of the components ; a new substance is formed, and the smallest particle of it is entirely identical with the whole mass.
We are now struck with the vagueness of the dynamical ideas of Schelling. No force can exist independently; it must emanate from something or must be applied to something which exists apart from it, and should manifest its presence by motion. How can we conceive motion without a moving body? For this notion of force, which is, moreover, difficult to define, we may substitute that of motion. In the hypothesis of the continuity of matter the mass which fills the entire universe is in a permanent state of vibratory motion Waves are transmitted through it in different directions and cross each other, as the waves produced on the surface of water are transmitted and cross with other waves. From the intersection of the waves result nodal surfaces and nodal points, and consequently the limited portions of matter. The diversity of matter would result from the diversity of the systems of waves which traverse it, and we can logically conceive that these portions thus limited, these vibrating slices, these concamerations, if we may use the word, represent the particles of matter which enter into conflict in chemical reactions*
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